552      LETTERS OF GEN. BENJAMIN F. BUTLER
a warning against such publications as this, outside of the columns of the New York News and World.
I seek no action on your part if the article was advisedly inserted in your columns; it is only upon the supposition that the article found its way into the Press surreptitiously that I send this note.                                      ^^ R BTJTLBB)
Enclosure referred to in Foregoing Letter From Philadelphia Press, Correspondence of F. L. STEIN
NoBFOiiK, VERGINIA, Feb. Uth, 1865
Cotton Speculators
A SINGULAR circumstance connected with General Butler's cotton speculation has come to light. It seems that the chief of General Shepley's staff, G. H. Johnston, resigned several months since to enter, as Butler's chief agent, into the business of buying cotton from the rebels in North Carolina. He remained at this long enough to make over two hundred and fifty thousand dollars 1 as his share, which he deposited in the 1st National Bank of Norfolk. A few days ago the military commission, instituted by Gen. Grant to investigate the proceedings of Gen. Butler, relative to cotton, got wind of the chief of Gen. Shepley's staff. He heard that they would call upon him soon, but not intending to be outdone by them, he drew all his money from the Bank and decamped in the Baltimore boat. They telegraphed to the authorities at Baltimore to arrest and send him back to Norfolk, but the shrewd chief did not go on the boat farther than Fortress Monroe, where he took the Washington boat and landed at Annapolis.
No one knows his whereabouts, although he is anxiously wanted here. The commission has proven that Butler received two-fifths of all cotton brought here, his brother-in-law, one-fifth, and middlemen two-fifths, the government getting but one-half of that which was rightfully due it.
You may expect even more astounding revelations than these.
1 See the certificate, Feb. 28, 1865, of W. M. Clark, Cashier of 1st National Bonk of Norfolk, of the total transactions of G. H. Johnson at that bank, p. 558.